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EXERCICES SUPPLEMENTAIRES POUR S’ENTRAINER
AU COMMENTAIRE DE DOCUMENT ICONOGRAPHIQUE

Afin de réaliser les exercices ci-dessous de manicre utile, il est nécessaire de prendre le temps de
lire le sujet complet. Ils sont disponibles gratuitement sur Internet depuis n’importe quel moteur de
recherche.

La lecture des articles et du sujet de la production écrite finale permettent de contextualiser
I’exercice du commentaire et surtout de piocher pas mal de vocabulaire et d’arguments a réutiliser
ou a reformuler.



SUJET 2023

Source : givingcompass.org le 8 mai 2018

Proposition de corrigé :

The document deals with the impact of robots and artificial intelligence on employment. It shows a
line of candidates. Both humans and robots are standing in the same queue, which suggests direct
competition between them on the labour market.

Robots are represented with human features and attitudes : they are wearing clothes, carrying
briefcases or using smartphones. This visual choice creates an ironic tone and underlines the idea
that robots are becoming more and more similar to human workers. At the same time, the fact that a
robot is first in line suggests that automation is already affecting the workforce and may take
priority over humans.

The document also shows some diversity in age and gender, even among robots, but most characters
seem to belong to white-collar professions. This may imply that office jobs are now threatened,
whereas manual jobs might have been replaced already. The document raises concerns about the
future of human employment in an increasingly automated world. (159 mots)



SUJET 2020
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Source : Seppo Leinonen, www.seppo.net, March 24, 2009.

Proposition de corrigé :

The cartoon criticises the behaviour of a large oil company in relation to environmental protection.
In the background, an oil tanker bearing the company’s name is sinking and polluting the sea, which
clearly threatens wildlife. Two seals are watching the scene and commenting ironically on the
situation, which reinforces the critical tone of the document.

In the foreground, company representatives are filming a commercial. An Inuit man is forced to
hold a sign supporting the brand, while standing in front of a fake image of an unspoilt landscape.
This contrast shows that the company is more concerned about its public image than about the real
environmental disaster taking place nearby.

The cartoon suggests that the company is trying to hide its responsibility through advertising and
communication strategies. Instead of cleaning the polluted sea, it is only “cleaning” its image.
Overall, the document denounces greenwashing and the lack of genuine commitment to
environmental and local community protection. (156 mots)



SUJET 2019

Source : Paresh Nath, CagleCartoons.com, 28/07/12
Proposition de corrigé :

The cartoon deals with economic relations between Africa, China and Western countries. Africa is
represented as a cow producing money, which symbolises its natural resources and economic
potential. The cow is being milked by a man labelled as “China”, while the money collected is
presented as a significant investment.

This image suggests that China is strongly involved in Africa through financial investments and
various economic partnerships. The fact that Africa is compared to an animal may imply
exploitation, as its resources are being taken for the benefit of foreign powers. In contrast, a Western
character, representing the United States of America, is standing aside and seems worried or
powerless.

The cartoon highlights a shift in global influence, showing that China is now playing a major role in
Africa, possibly replacing Western countries. Overall, the document raises questions about
dependence, power relations and the real beneficiaries of foreign investments in developing regions.
(151 mots)



SUJET 2016

COMPANIES

Extraordinary people, extraordinary ideas.

[+]

Source : Illustration de D’article « Entrepreneurs anonymous » extrait de The Economist, 20
septembre 2014 et couverture de juin 2015 d’Entrepreneurs magazine



Proposition de corrigé :

The two documents deal with entrepreneurship and give a contrasted view of business creation. The
first document shows a man resting under his desk, suggesting exhaustion, stress or maybe even
failure. It highlights the dark side of entrepreneurship, where pressure, long working hours and
personal sacrifice are common. This image suggests that being an entrepreneur can be mentally and
physically demanding.

By contrast, the second document is the cover of a business magazine celebrating successful
companies and innovative ideas. It presents entrepreneurship as a source of success, creativity and
achievement. The use of words such as “brilliant” and “extraordinary” gives a very positive and
attractive image of business creation.

Together, the two documents show that entrepreneurship is a risky but potentially rewarding path.
While some entrepreneurs may struggle or fail, others manage to succeed and gain recognition.
Overall, the documents suggest that entrepreneurship requires strong commitment, resilience and
the ability to cope with uncertainty.



SUJET 2014

MANUFACTURING
IS BACK—BUT
WHERE ARE THE JOBS?

BY RANA FOROOHAR
& BILL SAPORITO

Source : TIME, 22 April 2013



Proposition de corrigé :

The document deals with industrialisation and the return of manufacturing in the United States. It is
the cover of Time magazine showing industrial robots working on the words “Made in the USA”.
This image suggests that production is coming back to the country, but in a very different form.

The robots symbolise automation and technological progress. They replace human workers in
factories, which raises questions about employment and job creation. This idea is precisely
expressed in the subtitle, asking where the jobs are. Even if factories are reopening, they no longer
seem to create many jobs for people.

The document highlights the contrast between economic recovery and social reality. While
reindustrialization may strengthen national production and competitiveness, it does not necessarily
benefit workers. Overall, the document suggests that modern industrialisation relies more on
machines than on human labour, which challenges traditional ideas about job creation and economic
growth. It may well be a major asset for the economy but not for the potential workforce.



